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Dauphin Island Sea Lab to be Sun Powered
MONTGOMERY—A lab that studies one natural resource, the sea, will harness another resource, sunlight, to power a portion of its facilities. 

A $270,000 grant awarded by Gov. Robert Bentley will enable the Dauphin Island Sea Lab to install solar panels and related equipment in one of the organization’s classroom buildings. The panels will generate enough energy to power the building, saving an estimated $14,500 per year in energy costs. The solar project also will serve as a learning tool for students visiting the lab.

“As the state’s only marine science institution, the Sea Lab has long been a destination for Alabama students seeking to learn more about the ocean and sea life,” Bentley said. “Soon the lab can offer an additional learning experience to students who wish to observe and study the technology and benefits of solar power.”

Founded in 1971 by the Alabama Legislature, the Dauphin Island Sea Lab is a marine science education facility and a research laboratory. Surrounded by Mobile Bay, the Mississippi Sound and the Gulf of Mexico, the lab is ideally situated for a wide range of marine science activity. The lab serves 21 Alabama colleges and universities through its summer college courses and graduate programs. The organization also hosts educational programs for K-12 students.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available by the U.S. Department of Energy.
Bentley notified Dr. John Dindo, associate director of the Sea Lab, that the grant had been approved. The lab is contributing $68,117 in matching funds toward the project.
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