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Bentley Awards Grant to Help Create Jobs in Jackson 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded a $350,000 Community Development Block Grant to help establish a manufacturing facility in Clarke County that provides a link between the nearby ThyseenKrupp steel plant and the South’s automobile building industry. 

SET Enterprises plans to build a $12 million, 65,000-square-foot facility capable of processing up to 360,000 tons of steel a year. The plant will employ 30 people its first year with the possibility of adding more in its second and third years. 

“Southwest Alabama has been hurt by the economic declines experienced by the timber industry, so the decision by SET Enterprises to build in Jackson is especially heartwarming,” Bentley said. “I am impressed by the resiliency and persistence of area residents and community leaders, and I have no doubt that SET Enterprises will be equally impressed by the skill and dedication of our workforce.” 
The new industry will process flat rolled steel supplied from the ThyssenKrupp Steel USA plant about 35 miles away in north Mobile County. Processed materials will be used by automobile manufacturers in Alabama and elsewhere in the South. 

CDBG funding will be used to construct a rail spur connecting the plant to the main railroad line. The rail line connection is critical to receiving steel and shipping processed materials. 
The grant is being administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. The city has pledged an additional $80,000 for the project. 

CDBG funds are allocated to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA reviews grant applications and determines which projects to recommend to the governor for approval. 
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