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Bentley Awards Grants for Victim Assistance in Russell County
MONTGOMERY— Someone is sexually assaulted in the United States every 3 minutes, according to data collected from the latest National Crime Victimization Survey. The Crisis Center of Russell County is trying to reduce the number of assaults and alleviate some of the suffering for local residents who become victims.

Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded two grants, totaling $36,225, to help the center continue offering free, professional assistance to victims through its Rape Crisis Response Program.


“Sexual assault is a violent offense that subjects the victims to both physical and emotional trauma,” Bentley said. “I commend the staff and volunteers of the Crisis Center for working to prevent these crimes and for helping those who have been victimized.”

The grants will help the center maintain a 24-hour hotline for victims of sexual violence, recruit and train volunteers, conduct community awareness programs about domestic and sexual violence prevention and permit increased participation by victims in weekly support groups.


According to the Russell County Sheriff’s Office and Phenix City Police, 28 rapes were reported in Phenix City last year and 83 reported in Russell County. During the same period, the center’s rape crisis coordinator and volunteers handled 89 crisis calls relating to rape and offered counseling, food, clothing, transportation and other services for clients.

Bentley notified Valerie McLain, executive director of the crisis center, that the grants had been approved. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. Matching funds of $6,556 will supplement the award.
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