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Bentley Awards Grant to Reduce Domestic Violence in Escambia County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded $92,650 to support a specialized unit dedicated to reducing domestic violence crimes in Escambia County.

The grant to the County Commission will help the Escambia County Domestic Violence Crime Unit continue to investigate and prosecute cases involving domestic sexual or other physical abuse and to provide support to victims. The unit was established by the district attorney for the 21st Judicial Circuit and the Escambia County Sheriff’s Office.

“We must remain vigilant in our efforts to assist victims and obtain justice for the crimes committed against them,” Bentley said. “I commend the officials, staff and organizations involved with the unit for their efforts to help those victimized by such heinous acts and prosecute those responsible.”

The unit consists of a full-time prosecutor, two investigators and a court advocate who coordinates the assistance provided to victims by law enforcement agencies, health care providers and other community organizations.

In 2010 the unit prosecuted 91 domestic violence cases in district, municipal or circuit courts.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. Local matching funds of $30,883 have been committed to the unit.

Bentley notified County Commission Chairman David Stokes that the grant had been approved. The commission is the fiscal agent for the grant.
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