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Bentley Grants to Help Fight Drugs in 3 East Alabama Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded grants totaling $470,000 to support the efforts of two law enforcement units that battle illegal drugs in Calhoun, Cleburne and Talladega counties.  

Bentley awarded $250,000 grant to the Talladega County Commission for the county’s Drug & Violent Crime Task Force and a $220,000 grant to the city of Anniston for the Calhoun Cleburne Drug and Violent Crime Task Force. Both task forces investigate and prosecute drug users, sellers and distributors and investigate drug-related violent crimes.

“The destructive impact of illegal drugs can be seen in lost lives and broken families,” Bentley said. “These task forces are working hard to reduce the terrible impact of illegal drugs,” 

Agents in the Talladega County task force act on leads from informants and conduct surveillance and undercover investigations on suspected drug offenders. The unit also locates and destroys methamphetamine labs within the county.

The Calhoun-Cleburne unit conducts undercover operations and investigations of high-level drug dealers. Agents also investigate pharmaceutical fraud and violent crimes in which drugs are involved. The unit, which has been operating for more than 20 years, shares information and works with the state and federal law enforcement agencies that fight illegal drugs.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department.
Bentley notified John Carter, chairman of the Talladega County Commission, and Anniston Mayor Gene Robinson that the grants had been approved. Matching funds of $83,333 have been committed to the Talladega County task force and $73,333 to the Calhoun-Cleburne task force.
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