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Bentley Awards $91,299 to Help Abuse Victims in Three Counties
MONTGOMERY—A safe haven will continue to be available for abuse victims in Conecuh, Covington and Monroe counties thanks in part to two grants totaling $91,299 awarded by Gov. Robert Bentley.  

 Opportunity House, based in Opp, will use the grants for emergency shelter and other services for domestic violence victims and their children.

“Domestic violence victims need and deserve professional assistance to help rebuild their lives,” Bentley said. “I commend Opportunity House for providing this compassionate assistance from the moment victims walk through the door until they are on the path toward recovery.”

The organization offers a 24-hour crisis telephone line, individual and group counseling and transportation for victims. The shelter also develops case management plans for each adult resident and provides court advocates who prepare and support victims during legal proceedings.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department.
Bentley informed Howard West, president of the organization’s board, that he had approved the grant. Matching funds of $20,324 are supplementing the awards.

Along with grants, the organization relies on private donations to ensure that services continue to be offered to victims free of charge.
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