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Bentley awards grant to aid abuse victims in two counties
MONTGOMERY—Domestic violence victims in Calhoun and Cleburne counties will continue to have access to free professional assistance thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Robert Bentley.


The Family Violence Trial Unit received $54,500 to continue prosecuting domestic violence cases and helping victims file for protection orders and find counseling and safe housing.

“No one should have to live in fear of being harmed by someone living in the same household,” Bentley said. “I commend the staff of the family violence unit for aiding victims and helping them get the justice they deserve.”

The prosecutor assigned to the unit handles all domestic violence cases in Calhoun and Cleburne Counties. A victim service officer with the program connects victims with federal, state and local programs that offer additional assistance. These programs include service provided by the Department of Human Resources, Calhoun Cleburne County Department of Mental Health and community organizations that provide counseling to crime victims and their families.

In 2010, the unit helped obtain more than 350 protection orders on behalf of victims.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. Local matching funds of $18,167 have been committed to the program.

Bentley notified Eli Henderson, Calhoun County Commission chairman that the grant had been approved.
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