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Etowah County domestic violence unit receives Bentley grant 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded a $92,000 grant to the Etowah County Sheriff’s Office to continue funding its efforts to reduce domestic violence in the county and help victims find aid.

The Sheriff’s Office Domestic Violence Task Force consists of three investigators who investigate domestic violence cases occurring in the rural areas of the county. The task force also works with local agencies including the county’s Child Advocacy Center and Department of Human Resources, to help victims of domestic abuse find safe housing and obtain protection orders. 

“Domestic abuse is an appalling crime that can leave both physical and emotional scars on victims and their families,” Bentley said. “I commend the task force for its dedication to ensuring victims get the justice they deserve while also helping them find safe places away from abusers.”

Some of the grant funds will purchase updated case management software that will allow for more effective collection and management of case information. This information will be used in identifying and tracking target offenders, such as those with multiple victims, and more effectively monitor key events, such as the expiration dates of protection orders. 

The unit handles 400-500 domestic violence cases and obtains 200-300 protection orders each year.
Bentley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award. Local matching funds of $30,667 will supplement the grant.

Bentley informed Tim Choate, County Commission president, that the grant had been approved.
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