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Bentley awards grant for program that rehabilitates 
juvenile offenders in Cullman County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded a grant for a long-term program that holds juvenile sex offenders in Cullman County accountable for their actions and seeks to change their behavior.


The $12,227 grant will help the Child Advocacy Center of Cullman continue the Seeing Others as People treatment program for young sex offenders and their parents. The offenders are ordered to participate in the program by juvenile court judges.


“Juvenile offenders are on a destructive path that can seriously threaten our communities, so it is critical to change their behaviors before they do more damage,” Bentley said. “I commend the center for working to reform offenders and steer them away from future crimes.”


 Upon entering the program, juveniles must attend therapy sessions that teach them to take responsibility for their offenses, recognize and avoid situations that might tempt them to behave improperly and develop a plan to remove themselves from those situations. The program imposes a curfew on offenders and places restrictions on their activities. 

Parents are required to attend monthly parenting and family sessions at the center.  

Before juveniles are released from the treatment program, they must develop a plan to avoid committing further offenses and undergo a risk assessment. If the assessment does not show improvement in risk factors relating to sexual crimes, juveniles will remain in the program or be referred to a juvenile judge for further sentencing.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department.
Bentley notified Dale Gambrill, president of the Child Advocacy Center’s board, that he had approved the grant.
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