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Bentley awards grants to aid abuse victims in north Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded grants totaling $64,000 to support two nonprofit agencies that assist victims of sexual assault and domestic violence in seven counties.  

 A $54,000 grant will help Huntsville-based Crisis Services of North Alabama continue a program that aids sexual assault victims in Jackson, Limestone, Madison and Morgan counties. Anniston-based 2nd Chance Inc. is receiving a $10,000 grant to support a program that assists domestic violence victims in Calhoun, Cleburne and Talladega counties.

“Compassionate, timely assistance helps victims begin to overcome the physical and emotional trauma of abuse,” Bentley said. “I commend the staff and volunteers of both of these organizations for providing vital support to victims.”

Crisis Services’ Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner program ensures that sexual assault victims can receive medical exams and follow-up care from specially-trained nurses. The nurses provide emotional support to victims and collect evidence which program officials say is often crucial in prosecuting offenders.


Staff members from 2nd Chance’s Court Advocacy program accompany victims to court sessions and, if requested, help victims to obtain court orders to protect them from their abusers. The organization also provides emergency shelter and counseling.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department.
Bentley informed Brett Holt, president of Crisis Services’ board, and Carl Preuninger, president of 2nd Chance’s board, that the grants had been approved.

In addition to grant funds, both organizations depend on local donations to ensure victims continue to have access to free professional assistance.
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