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‘Yellow Dot’ May Save Seniors After Car Crashes
MONTGOMERY—A new program is being implemented that will help seniors get more effective medical care immediately following a vehicle crash. It is currently being implemented in Etowah County, and officials hope that its success will lead to adoption statewide.
The free “Yellow Dot” program provides detailed medical information that can be crucial following a crash. By placing a “Yellow Dot” decal on their car, participants alert first responders to check the glove compartment for a packet that lists their prescriptions, medical conditions and other vital information. 
 A grant provided by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, along with matching funds from the Etowah County Sheriff’s Office, is paying for the project. Sheriff Todd Entrekin and the Northeast Alabama Traffic Safety Office are administering the program. While geared toward seniors, the program is open to any resident.


“This is an innovative service that we encourage other law enforcement agencies across Alabama to consider,” said ADECA Director Bill Johnson. “The bright dot and medical folder communicate vital information at a crucial time when victims may be unable to speak.”
When signing up for the program, participants receive a “Yellow Dot” decal and a “Yellow Dot” folder containing a form with the participant’s name, photo and information about emergency contacts, personal physicians, medical conditions, recent surgeries, allergies and medications. Once the form is filled out and placed in the folder, it should be kept in the glove compartment and the “Yellow Dot” decal placed on the rear vehicle window.
--MORE--
This information helps first responders get in touch with emergency contacts and ensures that a person’s current medication and conditions are considered when treatments are administered for injuries.
For more information on the “Yellow Dot” program in Etowah County, contact Lora Weaver at the Northeast Alabama Traffic Safety Office at (256) 549-8142. 
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